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Geneticist and Breeder for ARS, USDA, Fargo, USA from 1980 (about) until 2006.  

Jerry Miller is recognized worldwide for his germplasm releases and genetic investigations of sunflower. During 

his career, he has released 225 germplasm lines and genetic stocks, autored over 216 scientific publications, and 

received numerous invitations to speak at profesional meetings and on behalf of public interests of the US 

sunflower industry. Dr Miller’s international stature is evidenced by his election to the Presidency of ISA and by 

his mentorship of scientists and students from 17 countries who have worked under his direction.  

Dr. Miller is a Fellow of both the American Society of Agronomy and the Crop Science Society of America.  

In 20013 he received the USDA Agricultural Research Service Award for Superior Technology Transfer 

Achievement for his development of mid-oleic sunflower for the U.S. sunflower industry.  

In 2007 the U.S. National Council of comercial Plant Breeders recognized Dr. Miller with its Genetics and Plant 

Breeding Award.  

Dr. Miller’s numerous achievements have made significant impact on the sunflower industry world-wide.  

Dr. Miller was the first to elucidate the inheritance of oleic acid in sunflower, and made the genetic combinations 

to create NuSun (mid-oleic) cultivars that now account for more than 90% of U.S. sunflower production. 

 

Dr. Miller is the autor of a very large number of international publications.  

He was a member of the ISA board for many years and was chairman of the board  for  the 2004 Conference at 

Fargo, which was a great success. 

 






