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sunflowers"  (following studentships from the French Foreign ministry and Reading 
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1973 Research scientist  at INRA in the Genetics and Plant Breeding Department at 
Clermont-Ferrand. In the sunflower group, working at first with P.Leclercq,  then in charge 
of  research from 1986. Research Director since 1992. 
 

ISA  : Attendance at all the International Conferences except Australia, since 1972, Member 

of the board since 1992, chairman  1996-2000 
Pustovoit medal 2004 

 
International Collaboration  
Member of the IBPGR committee which started international collaboration on sunflower 
genetic resources. 
Bi-lateral programmes with INTA Balarce Argentina, INRA Meknes Morocco, USDA Fargo 
USA, University of Udine Italy and INIA Cordoba Spain (EU programme), FAL, 
Braunschweig, Germany,  IFVC, Novi-Sad Serbia,  
 
Collaboration with the French sunflower profession  
Member of the Sunflower section of the French variety registration board (CTPS), member of 

the commissions of experts for DUS, Agronomic and Technological Value and  Disease 

reaction. 

Member of the scientific committee of "Promosol" (Association for the promotion of research 

on oil crops) and chairman of the sunflower commission. 

 Scientific co-ordinator of many research projects carried out in collaboration with CETIOM 

and seeds firms, supported by Promosol, CETIOM, Cartisol and Génoplante. 

Research director for many university degrees and theses. 

 

Research subjects :  

1.Disease resistance  

 The first subject, on arrival at Clermont-Ferrand, when Leclercq's main work was on 

cytoplasmic male sterility and hybrid production. Since then, disease resistance has become 

the main research theme of the sunflower team at Clermont-Ferrand, including pathologists 

since 1975 and molecular biologists at Clermont-Ferrand University since 1990.  

Resistance to downy mildew, since the  first attacks in France in 1969 :testing methods, 

genetics of major gene resistance, at present studies of non-race-specific resistance. 

Resistance to Sclerotinia, mostly head rot but also terminal bud attacks and wilt : 

testing methods, heredity of resistance , identification of QTL. 

Resistance to Phomopsis : testing methods, heredity of resistance and identification of 

QTL. 

 

2. Breeding methodology and related subjects. 

Recurrent selection, 

Methods for testing combining ability 



Organisation of multilocation trials  

Breeding of disease resistant inbred lines 

Research for characters permitting hybrid yield prediction from inbred lines  

 Organisation and rationalisation of maintenance of cultivated genetic resources  

 Genetics of hullability  

 Heredity of earliness at flowering and harvest 

 Effects of cytoplasmic male sterility on hybrid characteristics 
 
Main interests outside of sunflowers 
Gardening 
Travel 
Tennis (but no longer active)  
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2000-2010 : Inoui, Instinct, Inoll, Mercato, Helium, Inostarck 

 


